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Introductions: Mainly since the establishment of Maharashtra, Sangli
district is known as the leading district in sugarcane production. A large amount of
sugarcane has been produced from alluvial soils along the banks of rivers in Sangli
district. Co-operative sugar factories located in Sangli district depend on this
sugarcane producer. Sugarcane growers are the primary source of raw material to
the sugar factory. This is the second pillar of the sugar industry. The prosperity of
the sugar industry depends on the regular and continuous supply of sugarcane during
the harvest season. Although the farmers have a stake in the factory, they have
many options to supply sugarcane for the mill. A farmer is alwa}./s aware of the
production and income of the farm, because they have invested heavily in sugarcane
cultivation. The factory should maintain good relations with the farmers to achieve
the highest target of sugar production. Sugarcane growers have some problems
with sugar mills. This study focuses on the life and work of sugarcane fgrmfrs. Hett
expects that first priority should be givento farmers. The factory should implemen

a welfare approach for the development of farmers.
Review of Literature:

1) Jha T.N Viswanathan K.U. (1999), published an article entitled

“Problem and Prospects of Agricultural Development in Bihar . In tl}};;lll)ipsiitl;e
has observed the relation between irrigation and crop d“’.er'ﬁﬁcatlon 1tn Asl ;n,'m‘“.qi
‘Formation of irrigation latent involves personal and public investment. AS a NAt

£ivrioati t will also
consequence, the farmer will not only make good use of irrigation, but will als
>

. s . . h increases farm income o _
el 1r21)a grltc]ﬂ[fu\r/ei;(l)}(l);)h }11?: :liesis ison “Geographical Analysis of Agt icultural
autulr.v. ’

R rand:
Technology in Sangli district”. He analyzes the changes in farm technology an
olo 5

s in agriculture are done.
) ) N . to how changes In agricy o _
technical ;q’}nameilt is 13@;/)1?5];1 asmw:mdc 2011), studied the Agricultural
3) S.T. Arote an 25200 =5

p [ . 1iC l l. r pl‘OblblnS
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b s | a]‘l(] water SCﬂl‘C]ty are the major hmltationg f()
1 rap 1Y, C
ySlOg

OF 3,
the Ph ey,

developmcm;l \. K. (2012), studied the “Problems and Progpeq
4) Patil A I '

ain Maharashtra”. Inthis study, he highj;

Of A, .

o ghts lh[c/\grlcuhhy’
in Drought Prone ATed f Maharashtra. He is also including ip i, Sludyur;) ly,
drought prone region ” al. social and economic environmeng OI’Mahar’?lmp@
of drought on the "hybl%‘ lllk Jadhav K. R. (2012), in his reseg, Pa : "

5) Pawar D. ll ‘”qn;' Prospects of the drought prope regioﬁ ;thit?z
«Agricultural 'pr_(l)bldt;];;;ssion on the discussed distribution Of raingy innd;(aT';:
g:;lllll::’bgll:;:“11151232 is also a study of the crop productivity ang presemirrigzz
status in tilz lsaSm; l(:lgnl?ln])l Gatade D. G. (2012), In this research Paper ey,
CA gl G{t = ;-oblems and prospects of drought prone area:.Acase S.tUdYOfKav,;
e ulT 1p il, Sangli district in Maharashtra”. They discuss discussed 4,
Mal?ankal eflzr;ught on agricultural cropping pattern. In addition, they b
e lmpadC t-e(x)nedies for prevention of drought. They also discus?,efi yarious schers
suglgesje ;rnment for preventing the drought and its respon§1b111ty also,
of the ?;;Vchava n S. M. (2013), submitted her Ph.D thesis on “Prgb]ems :
Prospects of Agricultural in Satara District (Maharashtra?: A Geo.grz;p}tnizldsistf;
She discussed about the present status and problc.ams of agrlculture-m. at?on faci[;
Along with her focused traditional anti1 mo<.1€.rtny inputs, growth of irriga .

ing pattern and agricultural productivi . -
P Ni?thodology :%Fhis Research Paper is studied on the basis of Pr;mjgg
secondary data collected from various articles, thesis, books, newspap
internet related to Problems of Sugarcane Farmers.

Objective of the Study :

. : alus Take
1) To study the production of sugarcane in the river bank Ofl;"; o
2) Tostudy the problem of riverbank in Palus Tahsil sugarcatie =

¢ ifa ot
3) To study the decrease in production per hectare and per ¢3p
bank Sugarcane farmerg,

Content

' 1. Contrg
In Palug taluka i

the farmer hag
done op the bap

lofstem borer o
s the trunk pest. S
:0 face financi
S0l the rjye g
1r}1nl<. Pest (hump; laganc) IIZCIL)::
I‘i the amount of water ina
SUgarcane |o,

andafter cerfaj

MU
he 18

: lemof th¢™ ¢
nsugarcane : The main prob tombor

ugarcane is severely damaged by Scu il
al crisis due to this pest. Sugarcaneth suchF*
ndin the plains of Palus taluka. In lziodue o
nd. The entire farm crop is destroye larg ﬂ“'“h;;
, griculture jg very low, this pest occurs 111‘ ‘qne is sllzm

ves turnl yellow due (o ths pest. The growth ofsugaltc‘ 20l

farme; et ‘f’ Pel’lod'ofti.mc the entire cane is separated {ro"

Heay Safinanciq) Victim, inPalusthe

: . andco :]emical fertilizers : The sugarcane farmer® fare v

: : , rhe
° Plains try to maximize the yield pe ql
¥
78 B thee ~
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capita from their land. i I:.“RC amount ot chemical fertilizers and pesticides are

~ 1 » \ ap ) B , win o y SIS
used for this. Due (© the higheruse of these chemieal ferilizers the farmer pets
maximum production perhectare and pereapita from his | i

ofnurimlmrc.
Continuous use ofehemical fertilizers und pesticides i iy

andin the first few years

e of the arca alter a certai . » choil reduces the
pl'odllt‘“\"”.\ of the arcaalteracertvn period of time, Alyo. due 1o the
50, due '

- T TR application
of fertilizers and pestictdes whieh the Tand does not need, the manure

rartobile land and whe ) accumulates
in the uppet part of the land and when such Tand is supplied with excess water, the
NN AtChy M

calt in this land ri.\“cs up :m-d I‘m"llns saline Tand and such land is converted into
unproductive l:}nd mna k:crtml.\ pertod ol time. Improper use of chemical fertilizers
and pesticides is one of the biggest problems faced by sugarcane farmers,

3. Delay insugareane bill : Paymentofsugarcanc is a very sensitive matter.
As soon as the fall season bc.gins in western Maharashtra every year, the issuc of
sugarcane paymentis increasing. Under the leadership of any political organization,
the farmers are doing some or the other agitation regarding the price of sugarcane
and the mode of payment. Central and state governments are imposing certain
rules and regulations on the factories. Some government agencies regularly monitor -
the working of factories.

Delayed payment of sugarcane is a major problem faced by sugarcane
growers in Palus taluka. Sugar mills follow FRP rules, but bill is not distributed
within 14 days. They split the bill in 2 to 3 installments. Farmers’ payments are
not paid on time. Ken Agro has not distributed the dues of farmers in2017, 2018,
2019. Turchi Sugar Factory did not pay two consecutive bills and Vasantdada Sugar
Factory did not pay some amount of payments and did not pay the rest. According
tothe Cane Control Order 1966, every factory is required to make payment within
14 days of supply of sugarcane or the farmers will have to pay interest penalty.
Before the start of the fall season, the sugar factory announces the price of sugarcane
with the payment system offered by the factory. ‘

Some sugar mills in this area do not reduce the amount offered in
installments. A fter two to three months of supply, the farmers have received the
bill amount, The installment amount is not paid on time. Sometimes they pay less
installment amount than declared. Kane Agro Sugar Factory has not paid the s?cond
installment for the last two years. Another problem faced by the farmers 18 that
the factories cut off the bills of the farmers withoul notifying them about the l.ou_n‘.
Farmers expect to be notified with details about the interest amount by sending a
letter before deduction, . ot g B B

4. Political connection : There are many sugar factories in the v ulu'ut)‘ |l| ‘
Palus Taluka, Some sugar mills are cooperalivcly owng(l \\'flnlc'.s:mng S”S“f ‘l\\l N
are pri T 1] (he sugar mills is taking into aceount

privately owned. The chairman of all the sug e the farmers of the
the political connections of the farmers. In all the SUBHY null‘.s,.l e u‘:-lu ti\;» -~
OPposite party arc ignored. Farmers arc clearly ol ll'b(Im“::Ll: A‘l the lin\c~ of
factory workers harass the sugarcanc growers over (rivial 1ssues.

rererdr-virel 2023 = 79
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. iural councils, agriculture and health camps Fapre
agnc‘ulli.llﬂ] ch drip irrigation schemes, distribution of fertilizer S gat
Silisot::'b;;té?(lwy considers the politicai r‘elatv'ion.s of the Su%arcaneersg:gc"aﬂdﬁ?l

S ol the farmers have @ stake in the factory, the ruling pay W o ¢
{\lfho-uzsdges 1ot care about the farmers of the opposite party, of th
iaL‘lm)During the sugarcanc lia.rvesting seaspn, the factory gives y
suearcane growers with political cpnnec‘uons. Farmers With g ;Z?M
connections are given some CONCEsSIOoNs by the f.actory (pilots, e fy
Therefore, if the farmers who do not have any interest relationship wit; ;
chairman of the sugar factory donot get cut on time, they demang money oy, b
sugarcane from him and the sugarcane payme.nts are not paid on time. SiﬂCes(l)E
sugar mills are owned by cooperatives, elections are held every five yeas, Afi:
the election, the factory power is about to be harassed by the newly ele db%:
of directors. So sugarcane growers are always in a mixed state, ESPECiallybef[.;
and after elections. There are many sugarcane growers who fall prey to suchpofi;
problems. Therefore, the sugar factories knowingly ignored the farmers whot:

no political background and connections to cut sugarcane.

5. Saline soil : Sugarcane farmers in Palus Taluka have their own irrigaiv|
system to irrigate their fields. Sugarcane is a crop that requires perennial watere:
due to its self-irrigation facility, the farmer supplies water to his sugarcane
whether it needs it or not, so the sugarcane crop gets more water thanit needs.Fat®
along the river have their own motor to supply water to their farms. Theytumonﬁij
motor after the light comes on at night and go to sleep and in the morningit i§°h8&i'i
by putting pebbles in the water. Due to this wrong way of continuously giving®
water to the soil than required, the alkaline elements present in the soil come tolfi
topotthe S?“ aT‘c? the soil acquires a white color, which is what we call sallt Zr(lsrt:
- thit&lls Ezélolrsn ceontinuously watered, the productive capacity O.fthzzﬁli);o@
white. This is the mosstc ompletely saline. The top layer of that enti® pttin:

Important problem of sugarcane farmers in 1€ o

6 Impr :
' 0 e . . . v Rl
Per procedures during sugarcane cutting seastl 7

herin

isa perennia] crop. | us T
. t . fPa l Y ':
are harvesting sup “aNgrow up to 3 years after planting. Farmers 0 :

garcan .  ation, fAMERE
BIOW sugarcane over seig rolp‘ To avoid the cost of cultivation, ™ il
i , ra

" years. Sugarcane growers are dissatis lp oin““‘.{:
to out ﬂ?ne cutters in the field. The factory did {lf)tr;qp rodiu‘i‘;

. Wers ape e‘sugai'cane. It affects the total sugar®® K
althe righy ; are very Optimistic about sugarcane that it shou o i

: Cas it h st ™ it
the tonngg 52 800d tonnage capacity and ifitis 10t H4" %

€ Capaciy

dClly de ‘

A o C3Use logg OCfrteaseS_ Improperly implemented pro®® o
Chitboy ; Ons of sugarcane to farmers. o5

VeSters ang . © POTSOM appo; inate "
om gy AMdthe g of s PPointed by the factory to coordi? ocial?

: OWers Hgarcane growers, A chitboy expects®
80 m . ~ i
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‘o dinner invitations, g :
(ie dinn ' ns, '11C011f)|, etc.) Most of the time he
sugarcane cutters without consulting the authorities i o Ok

g . : sometim s chi
farmers for money to cut sugarcane in the fields, gy, es the chitboy asks

. garcane cutter 0t
fields to cut sugarcane and demand money from (e far . CUNCIS.COITIC o ts
armers. Sometimes, due to

litical animosity, the factory does not order the s
pogarcane, ausing 1056 to the Mariners Lorder the sugarcane cutters to cut the
e areneglected for cutting sug
cultiva A garcane. Some var.1et1es of sugarcane have higher
tonnage capacity (ie Co 265). It is a popular variety with high tonna o
among sugarcane Srowers. Timely water is required for that. It can yielgc;3 dC:sI;i:tl)tl}e/:
tones }fCUt at.the right time. All sugar mills in Palus taluka neglect to harvest such
varieties on time due to high tonnage capacity and low sucrose content. This is a
very risky vgnety of sugarcane pecause if it is not cut on time, the weight of the
sugarcane will decrease and it will rot and ultimately the yield will be very low. In
Palus taluk.a, the number of farmers cultivating sugarcane has increased to 265.
Planters this year 24.65 percent farmers have cultivated this variety. He expects
the sugar factory to cut such varieties in time. Factories give last priority to cut
sugarcane of this variety. Therefore, sugarcane growers are dissatisfied with this
kind of policy of sugar mills.
8. Doubt about the weight of sugarcane : Each cane is made in a factory.
There is a weighing system. The weight of the cut sugarcane uploaded by the
weighbridge is being measured by the vehicle. Then, the weight of the empty vehicle
ismeasured. The difference between the weight of the uploaded cane in the vehicle
and the empty vehicle is taken as the exact weight of the cane. As the weighl?ridge
is connected with a computerized system, its measurement is done aut‘omat'lca'lly.
Allthe sugar factories in Palus tahsil have installed computeriz.ed atomic weighing
scales at the factory premises. The Weightand Sensing Officer inspects the balan.ce
every fall season without giving any information to the sugar factory. They Ce;tlf};
the quality of sugar factory weighing scales. Sugarcane growers have doubts abou

the weight of the sugar factory.

Although checked by the government
about the weighing certificate as the officia
Farmers have experience that factory workers cheal -

in every trip of the vehicle. Many farmers complain a o.uirl
Sugar factory. Some farmers weigh sugarcane On con-nmelc. ¢ :
the farmers in the command area of ~the sugat factory are
Weighing of all the sugar factories in palus tahsil.

Conclusfon: ATeesab o8 problemSOfS_Ug? rl‘(I:u: people of Palus Taluk.
that agriculture is the primary occupation of most 01

o oriea and other businesses
Sugarcane is the main crop in this farm and all the suga! [a-ai(: ilizfnl'iver o ofPalus
inthe area have developed on this crop- Sugarcan® f2 rm.fl S er hectare and per capita
taluka are facing many problems. Dueto that problem, (¢ P

su

arcane: Farmers

officials, the farmers are skept.ical
|s manage the factory inspection.
heat in the measurement of cané
he weighing of the
| scales. Therefore,
keptical about the

ane farmers itis understood
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production of sugarcane farmersis Flef:rez.\sillg.As asolution ¢, this
should plan appropriate measures to Increase production from the’- Ugamam
Most of these problems can be easily overcome if the Slir farms. ,
of Palus taluka practice modern .farl?nng methods. Ney, Ybrig 8arcqy, ly
used with improved and higher yielding seeds. Annually, farmersseeds Sh%]qt}?
asoil test of their soil to ensure that only the required amoy sh |
and pesticides are applied to the crop so that there is nq
25 to 30% in fertilizer cost. Also, organic fertilizers g
using chemical fertilizers in large quantities so that the
the amount of humus will increase and the upper layer ofthe soil wi]] rem 50l
Sugarcane farmers in Palus taluka should use modern irrigati‘:)lnfeni!s
without excessive irrigation of their crops. 10 to 15% of water ang fertirll's 3
be saved by using mist and drip irrigation system. ere
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