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Introduction and Overview: ‘ . .
The Two-Day National Seminar sponsored by the Indian Council of Social Science

Research (ICSSR), New Delhi, successfully brought together 316 participants from
academia, industry, policy making and research institutions to deliberate critical issues
related to skill development and entrepreneurial excellence. The event featured 10 expert-led
technical sessions including presentation of over 73 research papers and extensive
discussions that generated actionable policy recommendations.

ICSSR Sponsored Two Day Multidisciplinary National Seminar on “Empowering
Futures: Cultivating Skill Development and Entrepreneurial Excellence” brought together
experts, entrepreneurs, and students to share insights and experiences on skill development
and entrepreneurship. The seminar provided a platform for knowledge sharing, networking,
and inspiration. It highlighted the importance of cultivating essential skills and
entrepreneurial mind sets.

Through Keynote speech, plenary sessions and paper presentation sessions,
participants gained valuable insights into skill development strategies, entrepreneurial
excellence, and innovation. The seminar emphasized the need for inclusive development,
diversity, and creativity in entrepreneurship. The seminar inspired participants to pursue
entrepreneurial ventures and make a positive impact. By fostering a culture of
entrepreneurship and skill development, the seminar contributed to empowering futures and
shaping the next generation of entrepreneurs and innovators.

According to the Wheebox ETS India Skill Report, India’s employability has risen by
7% among graduates, reaching 54.81% in 2025. The seminar focuses on exploring strategies
for developing relevant skills in emerging industries, the best practices for fostering
entrepreneurial mind-sets and creating successful businesses, innovation and technology,
mentorship and networking and inclusive development.




Day | Proceedings (!2'“ March, 2025):
Inaugural Session (11.00 am to 1.00 pm) —

The seminar commenced with ceremonial lighting of the lamp by the auspicious hands of
dignitaries including Hon. Prof. Dr. Manisha Patil, Hon. Prin. Dr. M. A. Shaikh, Hon. J. K.
(Bapu) Jadhav and Hon. Prin. Dr. U. V. Patil.

4 Keynote Address by Hon. Prof. Dr. Manisha Patil (Professor and Head, Department of
English Yashvantrao Chavan Institute of Science, Satara &Director,Student
Development, Kamaveer Bhaurao Patil University, Satara) -:

Topic: “Beyond Knowledge: Shaping Entrepreneurial Minds through Practical Skill
Development™

Keynote speaker Prof. Dr. Manisha Patil Discussed on the following points:

( e According to the World Economic Forum’s 2020 “Future of Jobs Report”, 50% of all
employees will need reskilling by 2025 due to the accelerating impact of automation
and technological advancement.

e Entrepreneurs today are not just business owners; they are innovators, risk-takers,
who need a broad set of practical skills to succeed. This includes critical thinking,
creative problem solving, communication, leadership, financial literacy, technical
expertise, and most importantly the ability to learn continuously.

e The practical skill development cannot be overstated. Practical skills give individuals
the ability to apply knowledge in real-world situation.

e A report by the Global Entrepreneurship education has higher levels of
entrepreneurial activity. The study found that nations like Sweden and Denmark —
where practical, experiential learning is embedded into the educational system-
exhibit entrepreneurial activity rates of over 10%, far exceeding global averages.

Chief Guest’s Remark (Dr. M. A. Shaikh, Former Principal, Rayat Shikshan
[ 9) Sanstha, Satara) -:

e At the heart of entreprencurship lies the ability to build and sustain relationships,
whether with clients, partners, or employees.

e The future lies in fostering a culture of lifelong learning, where skills are
constantly evolving, and entrepreneurs must continuously up skill and adapt.




o The future lies in fostering a culture of lifelong learning, where skills are
constantly updated.

e Develop ereative thinking and communication skills,

e Develop strategic thinking, financial literacy, decision-making, tecamwork, and
problem-solving.

Technical Session 1 (2.00 pm to 3.30 pm)

Prof. Dr. Tejas Chavan (Assistant Professor, Dept. Of Modern Indian Languages and
Literary Studies, University of Delhi)

Topic: Inclusive Skill Development through Fostering Innovation and Creativity

e Emphasized the importance of inclusion in skill development and entrepreneurship.

e Discussed on strategies for fostering innovation and creativity

& e Highlighted the role of creativity in developing relevant skills.
e Advocated for a collaborative approach to promote inclusive skill development and
entrepreneurship.

Session- 2™ Paper Presentation Session (3.30 pm to 5.00 pm)-:
The session chaired by Prof. Dr. B. S. Lokde featured:

e 16 papers were selected for the paper presentation from 73 research papers.

e Notable Studies:
» Rural Women and Social Entreprencurship: A Path to Empowerment and

Change
» Entreprencurial Prospects in  Wildlife Conservation: Establishing

Sustainable Ecotourism Business in Kolhapur District
The Economic Impact of Foreign Tourist Arrivals in India: Trends,

Contributions and Policy

Innovative Teaching-Learning Models for Enhancing Teaching Skills
Soft Skills: A Trajectory to Personality Development

Socio-Cultural Dynamics in Language Learning: A Pathway to Skill
Development and Entreprencurial Growth
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Day 2 Proceedings (21* March, 2025)-:

Session-3" (11.00 am to 1.00 pm)

Dr. Ashwini Patil (Assistant Professor, Department of English, NCERT, New Delhi)
Topic-: Skill Enhancement: Pathways to Personal and Professional Growth

e 21" century demands different capabilities, as this is a more digitalised and Al-
driven world.

e The education system also needs to reshape its learning and teaching material in
order to bridge gap between market demands and workforce supply.

e NEP 2020 is the first educational policy of the 21* century, and it extensively focuses
on skill development to have an adaptable, talented, employable, globally competent,
and futuristically ready generation.

e The ultimate focus for educational transformation is to develop individuals to lead

( the country to achieve the dream of Viksit Bharat in 2047.

Session 4™ (2.00 pm to 3.00 pm)
Mr. R. K. Tambile, Assistant Professor, Chhatrapati Shivaji College, Satara
Topic: Life Skills and Entrepreneurship

e Highlighted the importance of life skills in personal and professional growth.

e Focused on essential life skills such as communication, problem-solving and time
management.

e Discussed strategies for developing life skills such as self-awareness, self-regulation,
and empathy.

e Highlighted opportunities for entrepreneurship and innovation.

Session 5™ (3.00 pm to 4.00 pm)
Paper Presentation Session-:

e 12 papers were selected out of 73 research papers for the presentation.
e Notable Studies:

> Enhancing Computational Efficiency in C++ through Vedic Mathematics
Techniques.




Criminal Justice: Enhancing Skills for Complex and Emotional Cases
Essential Language Skills for Entrepreneurs

Language Skills and Entrepreneurship: A Roadmap for Language Graduates
The Role of Multimedia Tools in English Language and Communication Skills
Teaching-Leaning: A Transformative Approach

A Role of National Education Policy-2020 in fostering 21* —Century Skills
Navigating the Digital Landscape: The Dual Impact of Media on Teenager’s
Communication Skills

» Librarian as Learning Leaders: Developing Skills for Success
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Valedictory Function (4.00 pm to 5.00 pm)

Key outcomes presented by Prof. Dr. Balkrushna Waghmare (Professor and Head, Dept. of
English, Krantiagrani G. D.Bapu Lad College, Kundal):

Learn and acquire effective strategies for developing relevant skills.
Understand the entrepreneurial mind-set and its application.

Develop a stronger entrepreneurial ecosystem with more innovative ventures.
Contribute to economic growth through entrepreneurship and innovation
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Convener of the seminar Ms. Shubhangi Lavate acknowledged contributions from:

e ICSSR for grant support — We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the Indian
Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) for providing financial support for the
national seminar on “Empowering Futures: Cultivating Skill Development and
Entrepreneurial Excellence.” The provision of the grant received from ICSSR has
been instrumental in organizing this seminar, facilitating knowledge sharing, and
promoting discussions on skill development and entrepreneurship. We appreciate the
trust and confidence that ICSSR placed us to conduct this seminar. The support

C provided has enabled us to bring together experts, researchers, and practitioners to
share their insights and experiences, contributing to the growth of knowledge in this
field.

e Faculty Volunteers

e Student Coordination team

e Media partners for extensive coverage




o Conclusion:

The seminar achieved its objectives by:

< Creating a knowledge repository through 73 research papers.

< Facilitating stakeholder convergence between academics, industrialists, entrepreneurs
and policy makers.

% Generating actionable recommendations for policymakers

Outcome of the Seminar

1. Participants gained valuable insights into skill development and entreprencurial

excellence.
2. Participants became aware to establish connections with peers, mentors and

industry experts.

3. Participants motivated to pursuc entreprencurial ventures and develop new skills.
q‘ 4. Developed essential skills for entrepreneurship and personal growth.
L 5. Increased intentions to start entrepreneurial ventures.

6. Potential collaborations and partnerships among the participants.

Beneficiaries

+ Total number of Participants participated in the seminar was 316 from Industry,
policymakers, academics, research students, Under-graduate and Post-graduate

Students.

Attached:

A. List of Participants
B. Abstract and detailed Research Papers Published.
C. Photographic Documentation

. D. Media Coverage Report
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